go         DOES GOOD EXTERNALLY EXIST?

than you who play it; and surely in moments of
leisure like this you will not refuse to listen to my
poor attempt to read the riddle of the sphinx."

" Oh," he said, " I listen gladly enough, but as I
would to a poem."

" And do you think," I replied, " that there is not
more truth in poetry than in philosophy or science ?"

But Wilson entered a vigorous protest, and for a
time there was a babel of argument and declamation,
from which no clear line of thought disengaged
itself, Dennis, however, in his persistent way, had
been revolving in his mind what I had said, and at
the first opportunity he turned to me with the
remark, " There's one point in your position that I
can't understand. Do you mean to say that it is
our seeking that determines the Good, or the Good
that determines our seeking."

"Really," I said, "I don't know. I should say
both are true. We, in the process of our seeking,
affirm what we find to be good, and in that sense
determine for ourselves what for us was previously
indeterminate ; but, on the other hand, our deter-
mination is not mere caprice; it is determination of
Good, which we must therefore suppose somehow or
other to * be' before we discern it"

" But then, in what sense is it ? "

" That is what it is so hard to say. Perhaps it is
the law of our seeking, the creative and urging
principle of the world, striving through us to realize
itself, and recognized by us in that effort and strain."

"Then your hypothesis is that Good has to be
brought about, even while you admit that in some
sense it is ? "